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education savigs accounts that the Levin amendment would strike. The amendment would also enact a ban on the Federal
Government devefing, planning, implementirg, or administerig ary federaly sponsored national test in readimmathematics,

or ary other sufect that was notpecifically and exylicitl y provided for in authorizig legislation enacted into law. Theeohibition

would not gply to the fiscalyear 1998 fundig for the limited develpment of tests agermitted in lastear's Labor-Health and

Human Services-Educatiorp@opriations bill (see vote Nos. 234 and 298), nor wouldpply to the Third International
Mathematics and Science Syudr other international coparative assessments deyeld under the authoyitof the National
Education Statistics Act and administered toy@nteresentative saphe of pupils in the United States and in fogainations.

Those favoringthe amendment contended:
Argument 1:

Throwhout ouryears of
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by the Clinton Administration were exagtbuch dumbed-down tests. Thgteh grade math test was begimlesgned on the
assunption that the children would use calculators sg tlveuld not need to have basic qmutational skills, and the fourtirade
readirg test was bem develged on thephilosgphy that it is much less iportant to understand how tpedl or the difference
between a noun and a verb than it is to understand one's & ealmout a stor.

Lastyear, for ong/ear, we stpped the Clinton Administration from jposing national testig on America’s children. We should
now make the ban on unauthorized teg8rplicit and permanent. We ge the adption of this amendment.

Argument 2:

We favor a national test as another educational topefi@nts to be able to assessptugress of their children. We favor such
a test because in maltates the owltestirg that is beig done is i States that use spte, inaccurate tests in order to make it
appear to theparents that their children are dgibetter than theare. Thepoliticians, and often the educational establishments, in
those States benefit from thafptaity, but the children suffer because thirents then do nptess for educational ipnovements,
including reforms that manot be all that favorable to the teachers unions that contnalithie schools. At the same time, weyer
much share our collgaes' concern that gmational tests that are devpéal do not become copulike some of the tests bgjn
given in some States. The cpramise that we worked out lagtar, in our pinion, will prevent such corption. Apparentyy some
of our collegues are still worried about that cpromise. We have been monitagiits implementation, thogh, and it isyoing well.
We will vote for our collegues amendment, but wepext the work on the current cpnemise to continue.

Those opposinghe amendment contended:

We are syrised that this amendment has been offered. A deal wgtiated lastyear on testig, the Senate voted
overwhelmirgly, 87-13, in favor of that deal, and we should stightbThe Senategreed that the NAGB, which is a ngartisan
education board, would develthe eghthgrade math and fourirade readig tests that the Education Eetment had kgin work
develging. Mary conservative Members feared that the Clinton Administration waspiittgrto take over the curriculum of local
schools. Those concerns were unwarranted, but to alleviate their concerqeadbtagive the NAGB control over the tests
develgment and we alsageeed to make absoluyebxplicit that ary tests that were devegded would be stricyl voluntay. No State
would have to use the tests. The Federal Government would make them available, and the States could ugeottectineon i
At the same time, we pe and egect that most if not all States will use the tests. Parents wilptenvey good idea of how their
children are doig academicajl. Right now, other tests show that our kids pegforming poorly in all grades and all syct areas
when conpared to kids in other countries. If we had a national test, we coulsbcemll of our kids gainst each other andainst
foreign children. We would thus be able to idept#reas that needed imovement, and then gage in remedial efforts to brin
all American children pito national and world standards. The poomise laguage we greed to lasyear will bring us closer to
that ideal. The Ashcroft amendment would undo pinegress. Therefore, we ga the rgection of this amendment.



